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namely, that the Prussian power is not sufficiently con-
solidated, and that, if opposed to stand the shock of
France and Austria combined, it must be reduced to
powder, is a proposition not so unanswerable but that,
thanks to Russia, there are many objections to be made;
and so there always will be, even in suppositions the
most unfavorable to Prussia.

1.  Because this  would but be commencing a deplora-
ble career of sanguinary contentions, under the direction
of the  Emperor, who  is  so little able to direct that he
may be affirmed to be the least military of men.

2.  That the utmost success would leave a Prince with-
out counterpoise  in Europe, who has claims and preten-
tions of every kind.

Lastly, and more especially, this would be painfully to
seek that which the nature of events spontaneously offers;
like as spring makes the apparently dry and sapless tree
bud and bloom.

There are some errors in ciphering, which are the cause
that I do not perfectly understand the grounds of your
dissension with me, concerning the maritime system; but
I too well know the extreme justness of your mind, which
does not remain satisfied with phantoms, to imagine our
opinions are very opposite. And, for my own part, I have
never pretended to say that we ought not to maintain a
navy which should make our commerce respected. The
question to determine is, What ought the extent of this
commerce to be, which is to be effectually protected ?
You, like me, perceive that no alliance with England can
be solidly established but by a commercial treaty, which
should have exact, clear, and distinct lines of demarca-
tion ; for, were unlimited freedom of trade permitted, they
would be the sufferers. How might they support the rival-
ship ? And, if we do not cut away the voracious suckers
from the root of the tree, how shall we prevent the Indies
and Antilles from eternally continuing the apple of dis-
cord?

Be this as it may, monseigneur, do not suffer your-
self to be discouraged or disgusted by difficulties. Ascend
the height with a firm though measured step, and with
inflexible constancy. You have found the only unbeaten which are very much at /'heart, in the Cabinet
